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A border-crossing walking tour
from Szogliget to HruSov

Dear hikers, dear bikers!

Go6mor-Torna is the historical designation of a karst region that
has almost fallen into oblivion. It covers approximately 600 km?
and forms part of the foothills of the Limestone Carpathians

in the border area of northern Hungary and southern Slovakia,
and strikes the eye with its varied landscape of wooded hills,
valleys, meadows and fields, which are home to a highly diverse
flora and fauna. Divided by the national border, the Hungarian
part bears the name of Aggtelek Karst, the Slovak part that

of Slovak Karst. Together they form a geological, ecological and
historico-cultural unit.

What you currently find there, is a unique, craggy surface and
sub-surface landscape marked by deep gorges, karst sinkholes
and caves. So far, approximately 1,300 caves have been
discovered, which are remarkable for their fascinating rock
formations and are home to more than 500 animal and plant
species, such as red-listed bat species or endemic arthropods like
insects or spiders. The caves of the Slovak Karst and the Aggtelek
Karst, with their impressive stalagmite and stalactite formations,
were inscribed in the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1995.

With a view to protecting this varied natural and cultural
landscape as well as its flora and fauna, represented inter alia

by the Imperial Eagle, national parks were set up both on the
Hungarian and on the Slovak sides of the border. When Hungary
and Slovakia became members of the EU in 2004, the Aggtelek
National Park and the Slovensky kras National Park became part
of the EU-wide network of protected the Natura 2000 sites.




This very special border region was In the fo rests of
designated ‘Landscape of the Year 2010/11’

by Naturefriends International. The the .Gom.or-.rorl.‘a Karst
designation is an accolade granted every SpGClCS—I’lCh habitats

two years to an ecologically valuable
%,g; cross-border region and intended to
make it the focus of Europe-wide
attention. The idea is to promote
regional development and sustainable

Large stretches of the Gomor-Torna
Karst region are dominated by
oak-hornbeam forests, which — owing
to localised cooler micro-climatic

Information on the two conditions - are occasionally inter-

tourism by way of hands-on initiatives, ) i .
. . National Parks at: spersed with Common Beech. Their
such as the border-crossing Gomor- www.anp.hu,

Torna Natura Trail. www.sopsr.sk/slovkras canopies permit of little under-

growth. In early spring, however, the
forest floor is for a short period
covered by a sea of blossoms

From the bottom sprouted by spring-flowering plants,
Of th e sea fl oor to such as the Grape Hyacinth,

Snowdrop or Hollow Root. A few £ Lo Al

the karst landscape rare orchid species W
attract the eye with their shapes and colours, among
them the White Helleborine (cover) or the Lady Orchid
— which are protected like orchids in general. The fo-
rest management of past decades accounts for many
old pinewood stands, which, thanks to ecosystem-
based natural management, are nowadays increasingly

More than 200 million years ago, deposits of occasionally
up to 1,000 m thickness were formed by the calcareous shells of
marine creatures living in the Thetys Ocean. Over time, the
earth’s crust rose and subsided; the sediments folded, were
covered and compressed. This was how today’s limestone and
dolomite rocks of the Gomor-Torna Karst were formed.
The distinctive surface features of the karst topography, such as
runnels (karren), sinkholes and dolines result from water- The undisturbed forests are
soluble rock, such as limestone or dolomite, being leached out by home to a variety of insects ’ -
carbonic-acid-containing rain or melt-water. This process is living in decaying timber, 4 *
called karstification. among them Capricorn Beetles »

or Stag Beetles with their '
imposing antlers. Woodpeckers, =
too, are probing for insects
living under the barks. The holes they gouge into rotten tlmber
are also of use to other animals, such as the Noctule Bat,
a bat species that hibernates in deserted tree-holes. In the spring
and early summer the forests /% resound with birdsong, as
the males of the species 4) tirelessly defend their territories

— with their calls.

converted into native-species forests.
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Through countless joints, crevices and cracks on the surface,
the water enters the bedrock, frequently forming caves
through which it flows below the ground, only to surface
again as one of many springs.

Even though water is

often scarce on

the surface,
karst areas are
important
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also of drinking ; A : the Chaffinch can
water. The cavity — # // oyl 25 ¢ = ) be heard just as the
systems frequently ] o A A s - — calls of the Middle
contain large T : ; s ot \ Spotted Woodpecker and those
quantities of water. BT, A &7 : : LET /P of the BlackWoodpecker.




Traces of the past
The ruin of Szadvar and
the deserted village of Derenk

The Natura Trail leads past a lot of remnants from

the area’s modern-time settlement history.

Prior to its destruction in 1685, Szadvar used to be one of
Hungary’s biggest fortresses. Today,
Szadvar is a ruin which still
gives you an inkling of its
former dimensions. With a
bit of luck, you can watch
gorgeously coloured
Green Lizards (cover)

or Common Wall

Lizards sunbathing or
chasing after insects. On the

way up to the top of the hill you should
let the eyes roam and take in the
vegetation along the path that changes
practically with every step. Arrived at
the top you will be rewarded with a
breath-taking panorama view (cover) .

It is hard to imagine that Derenk was once home to a Polish
minority. Today, all that testifies to the existence of this village,
which was evacuated in the

an old school building which
houses an exhibition that
traces the settlement history,

a newly built chapel, meadows
with fruit trees, and a few
brasses.

Another token of human presence is the Hungarian-Slovak
national border - a dividing line drawn through the
Gomor-Torna Karst after the First World War, irrespective

of natural boundaries. In marked contrast to its impact on
nature, which has been negligible, its impact on the daily life
of the local population has been tremendous. The former
connecting road between Szogliget (HU) and Kortvélyes/
Hrusov (SK) was turned into a dead-end road; instead of 7 km
now one has to cover 43 km to get from one place to the other.
Nowadays, pedestrians and bikers are again free to cross

the border.

early 1940s, are the remains of

Meadows, pastures
and their denizens

Cave finds testify to the presence of people in the karst as long
as more than 30,000 years ago. Since then, the aspect of the
region, that used to be covered by forests, was radically changed
by logging and clear-cutting. The nutrient-poor soils failed to
produce high yields and tended to be used as pastures. To this
day, a varied, highly structured cultivated landscape, with
meadows abounding in species and blossoms, with pastures and
calcareous as well as dry grassland has remained characteristic
of the region and provides important habitats for its plant and
animal denizens, such as insects, amphibians and birds.

This is where butterflies with illustrious
names, such as Woodland Ringlet, Great
Banded Grayling, and the distinctive
Lesser Apollo butterfly are in search
of nourishment. The diversified
structures composed of grass-
land, hedges and bushes provide
sufficient food
and nesting places
for a number of bird
species, such as the
Yellow-hammer or the
Y African Stonechat.

The Red-backed Shrike
is breeding in the
thornbushes of
the dog rose
or the blackthorn,
building up a stock
of provisions by

impaling small insects

on the thorns.

Changes in land use and land ownership
have caused formerly highly structured areas
to become overgrown with bushes, a fact that
is causing a loss in biodiversity. In the two
National Parks, pastures of special ecological
value are mown once a year to prevent

shrub invasion.

%, caused wolves to become almost

Wolf and Imperial Eagle
Two notable species encountered
in the karst

Wolves are found single or in pairs,

but most often in packs. They can live

to be 16 years old, dwelling in burrows,
preferably in open landscapes and sparse
forests. They are shy animals with an
excellent sense of hearing and of smell
that comes in useful when hunting
medium-sized mammals, insects, or frogs.
Larger animals, such as Roe Deer,

Wild Boars or Red Deer are hunted

in a pack. Being classed as pests

and suppliers of furs, excessive hunting

extinct in Europe. But a small population
sustain in the karst.Wolves are strictly
protected under the Fauna-Flora-Habitat
Directive of the EU.

A singular denizen
of the Gomor-Torna Karst
is the imposing Imperial Eagle

that belongs to the order of falconiforms.

A large part of the European population breeds along the
Hungarian-Slovak border. The wingspan of this bird of prey,
which grows to a size of 70 to 83 cm - the males being somewhat
smaller than the females — can reach a width up to 2 m.

The adults have a dark brown almost blackish plumage with white
patches on the shoulders; head and neck are yellowish-brown.
The Imperial Eagle preferably constructs its nest in a free-stan-
ding tree, where usually two chicks hatch at the end of March.
The Imperial Eagle mainly feeds on gophers and hamsters.

As an endangered species it is strictly protected under

the EU Bird Protection Directive.



Natura Trail Gomor-Torna Karst

Arrival:

Hungary: Budapest-Miskolc: motorway M3;
Miskolc-Sajoszentpéter: road 26-
Sajoszentpéter-Szogliget crossroad: road 27
Slovakia: Kosice-Roznava: road 50;

Jablonov nad Turhou: turn-off to Silick4 Jablonica

Starting point: Szogliget/Szalamandra Héz
End point: HruSov/brigde on the stream Torna
It is a one-way hiking trail, with information boards at each end.

Distance: ca. 5 hours (about 8 km)

Directions: Szalamandra Haz - Szddvér - Derenk - Vidoméj-puszta -
border - Torna-stream

Starting at the Salamander-House a logging road takes us through the
oak-hornbeam forest to the ruin of Szddvar (following the signs to
Szadvar) from where we can enjoy a beautiful view. After returning back
to the logging road (green sign - bicycle route) we walk further towards
the border. At the information board, which displays the history of
Derenk, we turn left into a meadow, following the path which will take us
to the deserted village of Derenk. We pass small memorial plaques,
reminiscent of the inhabitants of a Polish minority.

From Derenk we return to the information board (Derenk) and walk
again on the green marked trail (bicycle route) on the logging road along
less dense karst areas. After the border, we follow the yellow marks (yellow
sign-bicycle route) which will take us to the little village of HruSov.

The Natura Trail can be explored by bicycle as well. This does not include
a visit to Szadvar and Derenk, because there are no bike pathes.

Accommodation:

Kuria u Bociana (SK)

Vidiecka kuria grofov Andrassyovcov
Hrusov 76

tel/fax: +421(0)58796 1432

mob.: +421(0)904 239 535

e-mail: sebo.julius@stonline.sk

web: www.kuriaubociana.eu

Szalamandra Haz — Szégliget (HU)
3762 Szogliget, Kiilteriilet
telephone: +36 48503005
e-mail: szallas@anp.hu,
%)telek@tourmtorm hu
www.anp.hu

Geocoaching - Naturerleben mit GPS www. naturatralls.netlgeocoachlng
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Your contacts in the region:

Aggtelek National Park
Directorate
Tengerszem oldal 1
H-3758 Jésvafo

Tel.: +36 48 506 000
www.anp.hu

Slovensky kras National Park
Héamosiho 188

SK-049 51 Brzotin

Tel.: +421 58 732 68 15
www.sopsr.sk/slovkras
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Narodny park Slovensky kras
Szlovak Karszt Nemzeti Park

Aggfeleki Nemzeti Park:
Narodny park Agatelek

Szadvar
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Naturefriends International (NFI)
Diefenbachgasse 36, A-1150 Vienna, office@nf-int.org, www.nf-int.org

Aggtelek karst Landsc ape of the ')e

SOURCE: GOOGLE (modified)

Directorate, Nationalpark Slovensky kras, Magw] Telmeszetbamt Szovetseg Klub slovenskyu turistov.
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